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CHAPTER 4
REGULATIONS GOVERNING HAZARDOUSWASTE TRANSPORTERS
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OVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEW
Hazardous waste transporters play an integralrole in the cradle-to-grave hazardous wastemanagement system by delivering hazardouswaste from its point of generation to its ultimatedestination.  Since such transporters are movingregulated wastes on public roads and highways,rails, and waterways, they are regulated not onlyby RCRA, but by DOT standards as well.To avoid regulatory discrepancies andredundant regulations, the hazardouswaste transporter regulations weredeveloped jointly by EPA and DOT.Although the regulations are integrated,they are not located in the same part ofthe CFR.  DOT’s Hazardous MaterialsTransportation Act regulations are found in49 CFR Parts 171-179, while the RCRA

Subtitle C transporter requirements are located in40 CFR Part 263.  This chapter summarizes onlythe RCRA Subtitle C transporter regulations.Please consult the DOT regulations for a completeunderstanding of hazardous waste transporterrequirements.

WHO ARE THE REGULATEDWHO ARE THE REGULATEDWHO ARE THE REGULATEDWHO ARE THE REGULATEDWHO ARE THE REGULATEDTRANSPORTERS?TRANSPORTERS?TRANSPORTERS?TRANSPORTERS?TRANSPORTERS?
A hazardous waste transporter under SubtitleC is any person engaged in the off-sitetransportation of hazardous waste within theUnited States, if such transportation requires amanifest.  Off-site transportation of hazardouswaste includes shipments from a hazardous wastegenerator's facility property to another facility fortreatment, storage, or disposal.  Regulated off-sitetransportation includes shipments of hazardouswaste by air, rail, highway, or water.
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Transporter regulations only apply to the off-site transport of hazardous waste.  The transporterregulations do not apply to the on-sitetransportation of hazardous waste within afacility’s property or boundary.  On site refers togeographically contiguous properties, even if theproperties are separated by a public road.Consequently, a facility may ship wastes betweentwo properties without becoming subject to thehazardous waste transporter regulations, providedthat the properties are contiguous.  Transporterrequirements do apply to shipments betweennoncontiguous properties that require travel onpublic roads.  Examples of such on-sitetransportation include generators and TSDFstransporting waste within their facilities, or ontheir own property.

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTSREGULATORY REQUIREMENTSREGULATORY REQUIREMENTSREGULATORY REQUIREMENTSREGULATORY REQUIREMENTSFOR TRANSPORTERSFOR TRANSPORTERSFOR TRANSPORTERSFOR TRANSPORTERSFOR TRANSPORTERS
A transporter of hazardous waste is subject toseveral regulations under RCRA and must:

• Obtain an EPA ID number
• Comply with the manifest system
• Properly handle hazardous waste discharges.
■ EPA Identification NumberEPA Identification NumberEPA Identification NumberEPA Identification NumberEPA Identification Number

One way that EPA keeps track of hazardouswaste transporters is by requiring eachtransportation company to obtain an EPA IDnumber.  Without this ID number, the transporteris forbidden from transporting hazardous waste.Unlike generator EPA ID numbers, which are site-specific, transporter numbers are assigned to thetransportation company as a whole.  This meansthat each individual truck does not receive aunique number, but rather, uses the numberissued to the company’s headquarters location.

■ The ManifestThe ManifestThe ManifestThe ManifestThe Manifest
With the exception of water and railshipments and the transport of certain SQGrecycling wastes, a transporter may not accepthazardous waste from a generator unless thewaste is accompanied by a properly preparedmanifest.  Upon receiving the waste, thetransporter must sign and date the manifest toacknowledge receipt and return a copy to thegenerator before leaving the generator’s property.A copy of the manifest must accompany theshipment of the waste at all times.  Once atransporter has accepted a waste, the transporteris required to deliver the entire quantity of wasteto the next designated transporter or to thedesignated facility.  Upon turning the waste overto another transporter or to the designated facility,the transporter is required to have the manifestsigned and dated by the recipient.  All transportersare required to keep a signed copy of the manifestfor three years from the date the initial transporteraccepted the waste.  If the waste cannot bedelivered as the manifest directs, the transportermust contact the generator and receive furtherinstructions on whether to return the waste or takeit to another facility.
These manifestrequirements areslightly differentfor water and railtransporters.Water and railtransporters mustcomply with thedirections on themanifest, obtainan EPA ID number, and must belisted on the manifest, but the manifest is notrequired to physically accompany the wasteshipment at all times.  Instead, both water and railtransporters can use another shipping documentinstead of the manifest, provided that it containsthe same information as the manifest.  The initial
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water or rail transporter must sign and date themanifest or shipping document and ensure that itreaches the designated facility, and the final wateror rail transporter must ensure that the owner andoperator of the designated facility signs themanifest or shipping paper.  Intermediate waterand rail transporters are not required to sign themanifest or shipping paper.
Because one of the primary goals of RCRA isto foster resource recovery and recycling, thetransporter regulations contain a specialexemption from the manifest requirements fortransporters who handle certain recycled (orreclaimed) wastes generated by SQGs.  Thisexemption is intended to facilitate the recycling ofsmall quantities of hazardous wastes that aretransported in a protective manner.  To qualify forthis exemption, the waste must be reclaimedunder a contractual agreement between the SQGand a recycling facility.  The agreement mustspecify the type of waste reclaimed and thefrequency of shipments.  In addition, the vehicleused to transport the waste must be owned andoperated by the recycling facility.  Both thegenerator and transporter are responsible forkeeping a copy of the reclamation agreement onfile for three years after the agreement ends.

■ Handling Hazardous Waste DischargesHandling Hazardous Waste DischargesHandling Hazardous Waste DischargesHandling Hazardous Waste DischargesHandling Hazardous Waste Discharges
Even though the regulations are designed toensure that hazardous waste shipments areconducted safely, the transportation of hazardouswaste can still be dangerous as there is always thepossibility that an accident may occur.  To addressthis possibility, the regulations require transporters

to take immediate action to protect human healthand the environment if a release occurs (e.g.,notifying local authorities and diking the dischargearea).  When a serious accident or spill occurs, thetransporter must notify the National ResponseCenter by phone.  The Centers for Disease Control(CDC) must also be informed if the spill involvesdisease-causing agents.
The regulations also authorize certain federal,state, or local officials to handle transportationaccidents.  Specifically, if immediate removal ofwaste is necessary to protect human health or theenvironment, one of these officials may authorizea nonmanifested removal of the waste by atransporter without an EPA ID number.

TRANSFER FACILITIESTRANSFER FACILITIESTRANSFER FACILITIESTRANSFER FACILITIESTRANSFER FACILITIES
Transporters accepting hazardous waste from agenerator or another transporter may need to holdwaste temporarily during the normal course oftransportation.  A transfer facility is defined asany transportation-related facility, such as loadingdocks, parking areas, storage areas, and othersimilar areas where shipments are held during thenormal course of transportation.  A transportermay hold waste at a transfer facility for up to 10days.

ADDITIONAL REGULATORYADDITIONAL REGULATORYADDITIONAL REGULATORYADDITIONAL REGULATORYADDITIONAL REGULATORYREQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTS
Even though transporters are regulated underPart 263 of the RCRA regulations and DOTprovisions, there are certain situations when atransporter may be subject to additional RCRAregulatory requirements.  For example, if atransporter stores waste at a transfer facility formore than 10 days, the transfer facility becomes astorage facility subject to all applicablerequirements for TSDFs (including permitting).
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In other situations, a transporter may besubject to RCRA hazardous waste generatorrequirements.  For example, transporters mayimport hazardous waste into the United States,thus causing the waste to become subject to theRCRA regulations.  Also, transporters may mixseparate hazardous wastes with different shippingdescriptions into a single container, thus physicallyproducing a hazardous waste.  In these instances,transporters are responsible for complying with theRCRA hazardous waste generator provisions (asdiscussed in Section III, Chapter 3).

SUMMARYSUMMARYSUMMARYSUMMARYSUMMARY
A regulated transporter is defined underSubtitle C as any person engaged in the off-sitetransportation of hazardous waste, if suchtransportation requires a manifest.  The

transporter regulations do not apply to the on-sitetransportation of hazardous waste within afacility’s property boundary.
Transporters of hazardous waste must complywith both EPA and DOT regulations.  The RCRASubtitle C regulations require a transporter to:

• Obtain an EPA ID number
• Comply with the manifest system
• Properly handle hazardous waste discharges.

During the normal course of transportation,transporters may hold waste temporarily (for up to10 days) at a transfer facility.
Transporters of hazardous waste may also besubject to Subtitle C generator or storage facilityrequirements (e.g., if the transporter stores wasteat a transfer facility for more than 10 days orimports hazardous waste into the United States).


